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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Thompson, you' re recognized to open
on AM1849 t o L B 4 08 .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, Mr . President, m embers o f the
body. T his amendment gives you the opportunity to have another
set oi cuts that will help create a tighter relationship between
spending and revenue. This is a 10 percent cut to the s tate
road co nstruction s i de only, not cities or counties. And the
amendment i s d r a f t e d so i t wi l l n o t r e su l t i n a f u e l t a x
inc r e a se . Th i s i s my n ew co l o r t o d ay , t h i s g o l d en r o d c o l o r ,
we' ve been talking about it. Has just the details of this.
This i s a w a y t o p r ov i d e a n o t he r c u t . And t he s e ar e h ar d t hi ngs
t o do . Bu t we ' v e b e e n cu t t i ng ev e r yb o d y e l s e . A c u t t h a t wou l d
br in g $6 7 mi l l i on , $ 6 7 . 6 mi l l i on t o t h e Gen e r a l Fu n d , a nd b r i n g
us closer to our goal. You could look at it from two ways. I f
t her e a r e t h i ng s t ha t y ou h av e a l o t o f c on ce r n ab o u t i n t h e
budget , an d y o u want t o t ake a n o t he r sho t , i f t h i s goe s on ,
y ou' ve g ot a way t o do i t . I f you j us t wa n t t o m a k e s u r e t ha t
we' re keeping t h e o v e r a l l r even ue p r i c e do w n, t h i s wo r k s i n t hat
way too. In fiscal year 2000, Nebraska was ran ked twe l fth in
the co u n t r y i n s t a t e and l oca l spend i n g fo r h i g hw ays. I n
addi t i o n , N e b r a ska was ra n k ed t e n t h i n t he cou n t r y i n st at e and
local highway spending as a percent of general spending. Now,
we' ve been l i s t en i n g o v e r t he l ast f ew wee k s abo u t how we ' r e
f or t y - n i n t h and f i f t i et h i n pub l i c hea l t h , i n m e n t a l he a l t h .
We' re very, very low in many, many areas. T his is on e are a
we' re h i gh . We ' r e . ..we can, by just this small percent...and
this is the same percent we' re cutting in aid to all sorts of
programs that we think are very important. And this would give
thi s s e c t o r , t hi s ag e n cy , t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o cont r i bu t e t o our
abi l i t y t o bal anc e our budg e t . And a l ot o f wha t i s don e i n
t erms o f h i g h way p r o j e c t s . . . a n d t h i s k i nd o f t ak e s me b ack t o m y
f ormer l i f e as a cou n t y c o mmiss i oner . Bu t a l ot can be done
with s t a g i ng , w i t h h o w p r o j e c t s ar e ro l l ed out , an d ho w t h e y ar e
p lanned, t o k e e p p r o j e c t s g o in g . And I t h i nk t hat ove ra l l , wh e n
you have a $338 million roads operation cash fund, $338 million,
this doesn't se t u s that far back. Now , I thought I'd been
doing a p r e t t y go o d j o b t h i s ses s i o n w i t h ke e p i n g my c o o l . But
t he h an d o u t t h a t y o u g o t wi t h a l l t h e n a m e s s c r i bb l e d i n t he
corner, if the ceiling were lower, I probably could have hit it.
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